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Sarajevo, October 15, 2015
PRESS RELEASE 
The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina rejected the lawsuit of the Federal Ministry of Finance against the Agency for Personal Data Protection in BiH 
The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina declared the complaint of the Federal Ministry of Finance unfounded, in which requested to annul the decision of the Agency for Personal Data Protection in BiH, and concluded that the decision of the Agency was proper and lawful. Decision of the Agency determined that the Federal Ministry of Finance processes personal data through video surveillance without legal basis and that the current method of personal data processing is a violation of the provision of Article 4, paragraph 1, item a) of the Law on Personal Data Protection in BiH. 
The decision referred to the installing video surveillance in the official premises of the Federal Ministry of Finance. Given that in this case video surveillance is not prescribed by law, the above decision ordered the Federal Ministry of Finance to decide on the processing of personal data through video surveillance or to discontinue such way of process, and to adjust cameras in the corridors so that they do not include corridors in which is the entrance to the offices. The decision indicates that the controller must set cameras so that their range is suitable for the purpose for which they were installed and establish by clear internal rules that the purpose of surveillance is not collecting data on employees, but technical protection of the object. The processing of personal data through video surveillance must be based on three principles: the principle of necessity, proportionality and accountability.
The provision of Article 21a of the Law on Personal Data Protection in BiH stipulates that recordings stored by video surveillance in a particular area, on the basis of which data subject can be identified, represent the collection of personal data. The controller which performs video surveillance, in this case the Federal Ministry of Finance, is obliged to adopt a decision, which will include processing rules in order to respect the right to privacy and personal life of the data subject. The controller is also obliged to visibly display the notice on performing of video surveillance and contact through which one can get information about video surveillance. 
The use of video surveillance system should be limited, both in the term of time and space. Video surveillance should strike a balance and take its place in the framework of integrated security and a strategy for the prevention of crime. Therefore, the Federal Ministry of Finance is obliged to carry out ordered administrative measure, i.e. to comply with the Agency's decision. 
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